We Need Your Help to

Increase Girls Wrestling Opportunities
in the State of Illinois
My name is David Rice, I am the USGWA state representative for Illinois.  I have been actively involved for the last 3 years in trying to have more opportunities created for female wrestlers in the state.  Here are some of the things I have done:

· I’ve created the Illinois Girls Wrestling fan page on Facebook and encourage all who are also interested in promoting and socializing with others involved in girls wrestling to join – this has the potential to be a great communication tool for us in the future.

· I started a website called Women’s Wrestling News (http://the-rices.com/womens_wrestling) which features articles on girls wrestling from all over the country as well as articles on men’s wrestling as well.  These can be inspirational to girls just starting out.  They also can be useful in tracking the accomplishments of some of your rivals/competitors from other states.
· I have also done a lot of research on the sanctioning process in not only this state but how other states that have already sanctioned girls wrestling at the HS level have accomplished it.

· This year I surveyed all the HS and IKWF clubs to get information on number of participants as well as comments on their experiences with girls and whether they see a need for more opportunities.  The results are useful to our cause.
The information on sanctioning and the survey results can be reached from the Women’s Wrestling News website listed above.

Unfortunately the efforts of one individual may not make enough of a difference to bring about the change we desire.  This will truly take the hard work of many people and so I’m asking you as a parent/coach of a female wrestler to get involved.  Please read through the rest of this document and participate in the letter writing campaign to committee/board members of the IHSA and IKWF to help increase opportunities for our girls.
Also have your daughters circulate the petitions and talk up the sport among their friends.  It is important that the survey be not only circulated but turned in to school leadership (make copies of the completed petition to save and send to me as well).

Two things that other states have noted to me that helped them in their efforts to get girls wrestling sanctioned in their high schools were media attention and legal action.  I’m not in a capacity or think that legal action is our next step.  But media attention definitely is something we should be leveraging.  I have a list of TV and Newspaper media outlets through out the state with their website address and email contacts (under sanctioning link on Women’s Wrestling News site).  I would encourage you to contact the media about your daughter’s participation and accomplishments in wrestling.  Even go so far as to write a draft or complete article for them to consider for inclusion in their newspaper and don’t forget to send a photo.  You can review articles on the Women’s Wrestling News site for ideas or contact me for help in writing an article.
I am more than happy to hear other ideas and collaborate on efforts with anyone willing.  I can be reached at 847/980-0724 or david@the-rices.com
How the IHSA is Organized

Any public or private school in Illinois, recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education, may become a member of IHSA. Membership is voluntary and renewable annually. Upon establishing membership, each school adopts and agrees to abide by the IHSA Constitution and By-laws, which have been approved by majority vote of the membership.

The IHSA promotes and supervises interscholastic athletic and activities programs and provides service to the students of Illinois and the member schools they attend through the following administrative structure:

The Board of Directors consists of ten (10) principals elected to three-year terms from seven (7) geographic divisions. The three at-large seats will also be occupied by high school principals, one of which will be a member of a racial minority, one a member of the underrepresented gender (female) and one representing private member schools. The Board of Directors also has a Treasurer who is a non-voting member appointed by the Board from time to time. 

The Board of Directors determines IHSA policy, interprets the rules and employs an Executive Director and staff to aid in administering the programs of IHSA.

Providing official liaison representatives to the Board of Directors are the following organizations: 

Illinois General Assembly (http://www.state.il.us/)
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) (http://www.isbe.state.il.us/)
Illinois Association of School Boards (IASB) (http://www.iasb.com/)
Illinois Association of School Administrators (IASA) 

Illinois Athletic Directors Association (IADA) (http://www.illinoisada.com/)
The Legislative Commission is a 35-member body, consisting of twenty-one (21) principals, seven (7) athletic directors elected to three-year terms from geographic areas of the state and seven (7) at-large seats occupied by racial minorities and females who are either principals, official representatives, athletic administrators or activity directors at member schools. 

The Legislative Commission functions as the IHSA's screening committee for proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-laws. Meeting annually (or when called into special session), the Legislative Commission considers each and every proposed change in the Constitution and By-laws. Proposals receiving majority support in the Commission are then submitted to all member schools in a referendum. Regular annual voting takes place in the fall. Each member school has one vote. Proposals are adopted if approved by a simple majority of votes cast.

Athletic Advisory Committees play a vital role in the development of each of the 41 athletic state tournament series conducted by the IHSA, as well as in the relationship of all the programs to the total structure of IHSA. The advisory committees are composed of principals, athletic directors, activity directors, coaches and officials. These committees meet with administrative staff yearly to review and recommend changes in each of their respective athletic activities.

Boys Wrestling Advisory Committee
	Name
	Position
	School
	Term
	Represents

	Joseph Joyce
	Coach
	Chicago (Kelly)
	2010
	Division 1

	Dan Jones
	Athletic Director
	DeKalb
	2012
	Division 2

	Keith Healy
	Coach
	New Lenox (Providence Catholic)
	2010
	Division 3

	Tom Chiles
	Principal
	Galesburg (HS)
	2011
	Division 4

	Michael Troll
	Coach
	Normal (University)
	2010
	Division 5

	Jeff Hill
	Coach
	Petersburg (PORTA)
	2011
	Division 6

	Allen Kirgan
	Coach
	Granite City
	2012
	Division 7

	Ray Winesburg
	Official
	Elgin
	2012
	Division 2


IHSA Board of Directors 

	Name
	Email
	School
	Term
	Represents

	Jim Woodward (Pres)
	jwoodward@ajchs.union.k12.il.us
	Anna (A-Jonesboro)
	2012
	Division 7

	Ron Conner (VP)
	rconner@cusd15.k12.il.us
	Clinton
	2012
	Division 5

	Paul Whittington (Sec)
	WhittPau@EP309.org
	East Peoria
	2011
	Division 6

	Gregory Bradley (Treas)
	bradleyg@mtzion.k12.il.us
	Mt Ziona
	Appt
	

	Joyce Kenner
	jdkenner@cps.k12.il.us
	Chicago (Young)
	2010
	Division 1

	Daniel Klett
	dklett@d118.org
	Waucanda
	2011
	Division 2

	Michael Gardner
	mgardner@lw210.org
	Frankfort (Lincoln-Way North)
	2010
	Division 3

	Jim Boyd
	Jb2111@riverdale.rockis.k12.il.us
	Port Byron (Riverdale)
	2011
	Division 4

	Gregory Jones
	gjones@sparta.k12.il.us
	Sparta
	2012
	At Large

	Jeanette Nuckolls
	nuckolij@unit5.org
	Normal (Community)
	2010
	At Large

	Joseph Schmidt
	jschmidt@stpatrick.org
	Chicago (St Patrick)
	2011
	At Large


Legislative Commission

	Position
	Name
	School
	Term
	Represents

	Principals
	Ron Hoover
	Chicago (St. Scholastica)
	2012
	District 1

	
	Jim Krygier
	Chicago (DeLaSalle)
	2010
	District 2

	
	Jim Antos
	Chicago (Brother Rice)
	2011
	District 3

	
	Gary Steiger
	Palatine (H.S.)
	2012
	District 4

	
	John Milroy
	Aurora (Marmion Academy)
	2010
	District 5

	
	Steve Olson
	Crystal Lake (Central)
	2011
	District 6

	
	Ron Logeman
	Lisle (Sr.)
	2011
	District 7

	
	Jim Muting, Jr.
	Burbank (St. Laurence) 
	2010
	District 8

	
	Kurt Weigt
	Kankakee (McNamara)
	2011
	District 9

	
	Marty Voiles
	Byron
	2012
	District 10

	
	Tim McConnell
	Erie
	2011
	District 11

	
	Rich Wherley
	Eureka
	2010
	District 12

	
	Phil Morrison
	Tolono (Unity)
	2011
	District 13

	
	Mike McCollum 
	Effingham (H.S.) 
	2010
	District 14

	
	Jack Blickensderfer 
	Macom (Meridian) 
	2012
	District 15

	
	Candice Swift 
	Canton 
	2012
	District 16

	
	Pat Drew 
	Carlinville
	2012
	District 17

	
	Jim Dunnan 
	Washington
	2010
	District 18

	
	Dave Harris 
	Belleville (Althoff) 
	2011
	District 19

	
	B. Kent Jones
	Breese (Central)
	2010
	District 20

	
	Keith Liddell 
	Carterville 
	2012
	District 21

	Athletic Directors
	Jim Prunty
	Chicago (St. Ignatius)
	2010
	Division 1

	
	Drew Potthoff
	McHenry
	2011
	Division 2

	
	Gary Goforth 
	Lisle (Benet Academy) 
	2012
	Division 3

	
	John Overstreet
	Paxton (P.-Buckley-Loda)
	2011
	Division 5

	
	Craig Anderson 
	Washington
	2012
	Division 6

	
	Neil Hamon 
	Nashville
	2010
	Division 7

	At-Large 
	Teresa Cullen 
	Chicago (Providence-St. Mel)
	2012
	Division 1

	
	Rolly Vazquez 
	Lake Zurich 
	2010
	Division 2

	
	Lisa Ferry
	Kankakee (Sr.)
	2011
	Division 3

	
	Deb Keith
	Dakota
	2012
	Division 4

	
	Deb Derby 
	Streator (Woodland) 
	2010
	Division 5

	
	Sr. Margaret Grueter 
	Springfield (Sacred Heart-Giffin) 
	2011
	Division 6

	
	Vincent Turner 
	Murphysboro
	2012
	Division 7


IHSA Staff

	Administration
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Marty Hickman
Executive Director mhickman@ihsa.org
Responsibilities: Investigations, Eligibility Rulings, Strategic Planning, Fiscal Management, Office Operations, IHSA Foundation, Memberships

Office Manager & Executive Assistant
Jan Wrigley, jwrigley@ihsa.org
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Sue Hinrichsen
Assistant Executive Director
shinrichsen@ihsa.org
Responsibilities: Equity, State Final Merchandise
Sports: Boys and Girls Volleyball, Girls Golf, Boys and Girls Bowling, Girls Badminton

Administrative Assistant
Linda Muxfeld, lmuxfeld@ihsa.org
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Dave Gannaway
Assistant Executive Director
dgannaway@ihsa.org
Responsibilities: Officials Department, Officials Education, Athletic Directors Advisory Committee
Sports: Boys Football, Boys Wrestling, Boys Baseball, Bass Fishing, Wheelchair Basketball

Administrative Assistant
Cheryl Charlton, ccharlton@ihsa.org
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Kurt Gibson
Assistant Executive Director
kgibson@ihsa.org
Responsibilities: Coop Teams, Sports Medicine, Foreign Exchange Programs & CSEIT, Corporate Sponsorships, All-School Mailing
Sports: Boys Golf, Boys Basketball, Boys and Girls Gymnastics

Administrative Assistant
Laura Sutton, lsutton@ihsa.org


	IHSA Legislative Divisions and Districts 


The large numbers on the map represent the 7 Divisions.
The smaller number represents the 21 Districts.

Each Division contains 3 separate districts.  On the map they are represented with shades of the same color (i.e. division 2 has district 4, 5 & 6 all shades of blue making up the division – as this will likely be printed in black/white please see the link below for a color version)

If you are not sure you can lookup your School by District /Division at the following link: http://www.ihsa.org/school/bydist.htm
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Advisory Committee Meetings for Boys Wrestling - April 21, 2010
Please initiate your letter writing/email campaigns to individuals at least a week in advance to allow them time to get things on the agenda before they show up to their meetings.  Sometimes it appears that if it is not on the agenda in advance it will not even be allowed to come up for discussion.  So don’t delay you can even start today.
How the IKWF is Organized

	IKWF Directors & Officers

	Officers

	President
	VP Finance and Operations
	VP Marketing & Comm
	VP Freestyle / GR

	Jim Considine
Carol Stream
630/653-6808 (H)

630/653-8373 (Fax)

jconsidine@ikwf.org
	Jeff Tolbert
15W330 62nd St
Burr Ridge IL 60527
630/789-3603 (H)
630/572-2285 (W)
630/574-0016 (Fax)
630/606-3603 (C)
jtolbert@ikwf.org 
	Gene Lee
PO Box 6533
Rockford IL 61125
815/703-5780 (C)

glee@ikwf.org
 
	Don Reynolds
Frankfort
815/469-6220 (H)

dreynolds@ikwf.org
 

	Directors

	Central
	Central Chicago
	North
	North Chicago

	Mike Bonic
958 Rudy Ave
Mattoon IL 61938
217/234-6076 (H)

217/246-8362 (C)

michaelbonic@msn.com 
	Denis Laughlin
4845 S LaPorte Ave
Chicago IL 60638
773/710-2358 (C)

dlaughlin@ikwf.org
	Tony Fontanetta
1766 Thomasville Ln
Crystal Lake IL 60014
815/459-3819 (H)

312/656-7335 (C)

arfont37@sbcglobal.net 
	Joe Moore
2817 Roberta
Melrose Park IL 60164
847/288-1741 (H)

847/508-1741 (C)

kcjoem@comcast.net 

	South
	South Chicago
	West
	West Chicago

	Mark Bullington
Collinsville
618/406-3268 (C)

mbullington@ikwf.org
	Joe Tholl, Jr.
10702 Gigi Dr.
Orland Park IL 60462
708/460-3276 (H)

hurricanecat5@sbcglobal.net
 
	Todd Misfeldt
923 Levidi Ln #1
Geneseo IL 61254
309/ 945-3661 (H)

misfelt2@geneseo.net
 
	Jeff Eckdhal
6204 Middaugh Ave
Downers Grove IL 60516
630/968-2325 (H)

815/415-3539 (W)

jeckdhal@ikwf.org 

	Freestyle / GR Operations
	Greco-Roman
	Freestyle
	

	Chauncey Carrick (Sycamore)
4932 Wilshire Blvd
Country Club Hills IL 60478
815/757-7304 (H)

ccarrick@ikwf.org 
	
 
	Griff Powell
gpowell@lths.net
	

	Appointed Directors

	Folkstyle Officials (South)
	Folkstyle Officials (North)
	Freestyle / GR Officials
	Pairing Officials

	Jim Richards
Hoopeston
217/283-6111 (W)

217/283-6111 (Fax)

jrichards@ikwf.org 
	John Gianos
Winnebago
815/962-4460 (H/Fax)

815/871-5051 (C)

jgianos@ikwf.org
	Jason Salley
Carol Stream
847/903-2643 (C)

jason_salley@hotmail.com
	Mark Bullington
Collinsville
618/406-3268 (C)

mbullington@ikwf.org
 

	Rules Director
	
	
	

	Dan Fulscher
Lincoln
217/735-3080 (H)

217/737-6355 (C)

danandfran13@yahoo.com 
	
	
	 


Important Dates - 2009-10 Season 

April 11, 2010 - General Board Meeting - 10:30 am @ IKWF office 

August 8, 2010 - General Board Meeting - 10:30 am @ IKWF office 

Important Dates - 2010-11 Season 

October 10, 2010 - General Board Meeting - 10:30 am @ IKWF office

Please initiate your letter writing/email campaigns to individuals at least a week in advance to allow them time to get things on the agenda before they show up to their meetings.  Sometimes it appears that if it is not on the agenda in advance it will not even be allowed to come up for discussion.  So don’t delay you can even start today.

Sample Letters/Emails - To the IHSA

Dear (name):


I am writing to you as an individual who has some influence over the governing of high school wrestling in the state of Illinois.  [I live and have children that attend school in the district/division you represent].  I believe like I’m sure you do that the sport of wrestling provides a strong foundation for our youth and can shape their lives in a way that will make them more productive members and potentially future leaders in society.  One area that could use more support/opportunity within the state of Illinois is in regards to girls’ wrestling.
Girls’ wrestling is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States over the last 20 years. In 1990, there were just 132 girls competing on the high school level, according to National Federation statistics. Participation has grown each year, reaching a record of 6,025 high school girl wrestlers in 2009.  Consider that only 32 states reported female participation numbers separately from the boys.  Illinois was one of those states that did not report female participation.  An independent survey was conducted this year of the 429 schools that sponsor wrestling teams in the state and 170 responded.  Of those 170 responses 57 reported having a total of 117 girls on their teams (see full survey results at http://the-rices.com/womens_wrestling/IL_HS_results.cfm).  This puts Illinois near the top in number of schools and girls nation wide yet we don’t even report numbers to the NFHS.  Four states have officially sanctioned girls wrestling in some format (HI, TX, WA, OR).  Additionally other states, which have fewer girls, have already initiated separate opportunities for females to foster growth on the road toward sanctioning.
Consider that Illinois actually has some of the best female wrestlers in the country as evidenced by this years ranking by the United States Girls Wrestling Association (13 years providing state and national championships for girls).  Illinois holds the top spot nation wide in 3 of the 14 weight classes.  Only Ohio matches that with 3 of their own (2 – CA; 1 - WA, OK, ID, SC, NY, MI).
There also are a number of college, world and Olympic opportunities for girls after HS that can be further realized as more opportunity is provided to them on the HS and youth levels.

As a member of the [advisory committee/board of directors/legislative committee/etc] would you consider proposing or endorsing some of the ideas below?

1. Report the participation numbers to the NFHS accurately representing participation by gender.

2. Form a task force/sub committee to investigate what other states have done or are doing to increase opportunities to female wrestlers to potentially lead to sanctioning (WA, HI, CA, TN may be nice starting places).
3. Implement an exploratory IHSA state open tournament (jamboree) for female HS wrestlers the next 2 years that takes place on/around the same time as the boys finals weekend (consider during the afternoon/evening on the day boys weigh-in for the state meet).  This would likely be blocked weights in 4-6 man round robins the first year or two until participation deems a change.  Other states require that a girl must have been practicing on a boy’s team and must have participated in at least 4 varsity or JV matches through out the year to qualify.

4. Have “sectional girls teams” selected from the pool of girls in a given section (highest placers at regions, votes by coaches, etc can decide who participates) to wrestle together towards a girls dual team state championship.
I appreciate you considering using your position of influence to support the female wrestling population in this state.  There are hundreds of girls wrestling at the HS, MS and Youth levels that will benefit from any or all of these items listed above and hundreds more that will come out for the sport if/when these opportunities are available.

With sincere appreciation

[First name Last name]

Sample Letters/Emails - To the IHSA

Dear (name):


I am writing to you as an individual who has some influence over the governing of USA wrestling in the state of Illinois at the kid’s level.  [I live and have children that participate in the section you represent].  I believe like I’m sure you do that the sport of wrestling provides a strong foundation for our youth and can shape their lives in a way that will make them more productive members and potentially future leaders in society.  One area that could use more support/opportunity within the state of Illinois is in regards to girls’ wrestling.

Girls’ wrestling is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States over the last 20 years. In 1990, there were just 132 girls competing on the high school level, according to National Federation statistics. Participation has grown each year, reaching a record of 6,025 high school girl wrestlers in 2009.  Consider that only 32 states reported female participation numbers separately from the boys yet growth in this state has been on par with the national numbers.  Even at the youth level there has been significant growth.  An independent survey was conducted this year of the 277 clubs listed by the IKWF and 84 responded.  Of those 84 responses 42 reported having a total of 110 girls on their teams (see full survey results at http://the-rices.com/womens_wrestling/IL_Kids_results.cfm).  As under a third of the clubs responded it is possible that there are more than 300 girls that participated this year at the youth level in the state of Illinois.  I’m sure if you talked to representatives in Wisconsin they would be able to demonstrate that their girls participation numbers increased significantly this year as they implemented a girls only state series for the first time this season.
As a(n) [officer OR director] would you consider proposing or endorsing some of the ideas below?

1. Form a task force/sub committee to investigate what other states have done or are doing to increase opportunities to female wrestlers (WI, IN may be nice starting places).

2. Create (or re-instate) the position of Girl’s Director at the state level to oversee the creation of opportunities for female wrestlers.

3. Implement an IKWF/USAW state open tournament (jamboree) for female wrestlers the next 2 years that takes place on/around the same time as the boys finals weekend (consider during the afternoon/evening on the day boys weigh-in for the state meet).  This would likely be blocked weights in 4-6 man round robins the first year or two until participation deems a change.  Consider also re-instating the girls only divisions at the Jon Davis Memorial IKWF Kids Open perhaps having them wrestle that on Saturday afternoon/evening so that those that choose to can participate in the regular part of that tournament as well.
4. Have “sectional girls teams” selected from the pool of girls in a given section (highest placers at regions, votes by coaches, etc can decide who participates) to wrestle together towards a girls dual team state championship.

I appreciate you considering using your position of influence to support the female wrestling population in this state.  There are hundreds of girls wrestling at the HS, MS and Youth levels that will benefit from any or all of these items listed above and hundreds more that will come out for the sport if/when these opportunities are available.

With sincere appreciation

[First name Last name]

